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February 10, 1970 
Miss Betty Bullington 
Sta . ACCu Box 8045 
Abilene, Texas 
Dear Betty: 
I hardly know how to begin this letter . What I wont to soy is really 
too personal for this type of communication . What I want to speak to 
within you is not only personal but sacred to you . 
How GIJuld I, who hove been hoppily married for twelve years, re-
member the ache, excitement, warmth , anticipation and beauty that 
filled my engagement days? Sue and I hove seen that special time 
fulfilled in a growing relationship that only marriage can bring . 
So I face the fact that your hurt is too deep, too sacred, too much a 
port of you to be soiled by public examination . I respect your grief 
and the ways you are meeting it . 
I am concerned, however, with the way the Highland church appeared 
so impersonal and unmoved by Tommy's dea th . I was away, in Nashville, 
at the time of the accident and was not informed until Deeember 31 of 
what had happened . The confusion at ttre church building during the 
holidays, coupled with the way we so often toke coll ·ege students for 
granted, prevented the congregation from proper! y showing its concern. 
The Highland church, of course, is nothing more or less than her members, 
as you well know. Most of the m were, and,remain, deeply hurt and con-
cerned at Tommy's death. 
I regret and apologize for our not showing more love and sympathy . It's 
a think that can't be repaired. We have to learn from our ins·ensitivity 
to yours and Tommy's family 's needs, and determine that this will not be 
our future course . 
.. 'I -
Thank you for listening, for carrying our burden, at a time when only 
God and you know how you feel and hurt . 
The Highland church is attempting to obey the Lord Jesu s who died for 
you ·and Tommy. There, in the final test, is your hope and ours . 
I lov.e you . I want to help in any way you feel I can. It will only 
take a word or a cal I • 
In deep concern and love, 
John Allen Chalk 
JAC:hm 
